The Cat and the Birds

Hearing that the Birds in an aviary were ill, a Cat went to
them and said that he was a physician, and would cure
them if they would let him in.

“To what school of medicine do you belong?” asked the
Birds.

“I am a Miaulopathist,” said the Cat.

“Did you ever practise Gohomoeopathy?” the Birds
inquired, winking faintly.

The Cat took the hint and his leave.

The Wolf and the Shepherds

A Wolf passing a Shepherd'’s hut looked in and saw the
shepherds dining.

“Come in,” said one of them, ironically, “and partake of
your favourite dish, a haunch of mutton.”

“Thank you,” said the Wolf, moving away, “but you must
excuse me; | have just had a saddle of shepherd.”

The Man and the Eagle

An Eagle was once captured by a Man, who clipped his
wings and put him in the poultry yard, along with the
chickens. The Eagle was much depressed in spirits by the
change.

“Why should you not rather rejoice?” said the Man. “You
were only an ordinary fellow as an eagle; but as an old
rooster you are a fowl of incomparable distinction.”

The Poet’s Doom

An Object was walking along the King’s highway wrapped
in meditation and with little else on, when he suddenly
found himself at the gates of a strange city. On applying
for admittance, he was arrested as a necessitator of
ordinances, and taken before the King.

“Who are you,” said the King, “and what is your business
in life?”

“Snouter the Sneak,” replied the Object, with ready
invention; “pick-pocket.”

The King was about to command him to be released when
the Prime Minister suggested that the prisoner’s fingers be
examined. They were found greatly flattened and
calloused at the ends.

“Ha!” cried the King; “I told you so!—he is addicted to
counting syllables. This is a poet. Turn him over to the
Lord High Dissuader from the Head Habit.”

“My liege,” said the Inventor-in-Ordinary of Ingenious
Penalties, “I venture to suggest a keener affliction.

“Name it,” the King said.

“Let him retain that head!”

It was so ordered.

The Noser and the Note

The Head Rifler of an insolvent bank, learning that it was
about to be visited by the official Noser into Things, placed
his own personal note for a large amount among its
resources, and, gaily touching his guitar, awaited the
inspection. When the Noser came to the note he asked,
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“What’s this?”

“That,” said the Assistant Pocketer of Deposits, “is one of
our liabilities.”

“A liability?” exclaimed the Noser. “Nay, nay, an asset.
That is what you mean, doubtless.”

“Therein you err,” the Pocketer explained; “that note was
written in the bank with our own pen, ink, and paper, and
we have not paid a stationery bill for six months.”

“Ah, I see,” the Noser said, thoughtfully; “it is a liability.
May I ask how you expect to meet it?”

“With fortitude, please God,” answered the Assistant
Pocketer, his eyes to Heaven raising—“with fortitude and
a firm reliance on the laxity of the law.”

“Enough, enough,” exclaimed the faithful servant of the
State, choking with emotion; “here is a certificate of
solvency.”

“And here is a bottle of ink,” the grateful financier said,
slipping it into the other’s pocket; “it is all that we have.”
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